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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS:
March 10-11, 2018
How is your Lenten Season so far? Are you taking
advantage of our daily masses and devotional
activities (private church visits, Way of the Cross &
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament)? Have you been
using and reading our Lenten Meditation Booklet
“Word Among Us” for your prayers and reflections?
Other resource materials to consider would be:
Bishop Robert Barron’s “Word on Fire” series
(http://wordonfire.acemlnb.com/lt.php?
s=b7b9882a30597cdfc0e6dda59441cd46&i=1535A1974A47A1
266997),
Dynamic Catholic (https://dynamiccatholic.com/
bestlentever/lent-reflections-2018/growing-in-virtue),

as well as ideas and information from the USCCB
(http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/
index.cfm). Go and check them out please!

Our Lenten disciplines would not be complete
without doing almsgiving and acts of charity as an
expression of our love for God and neighbors. Our
Lenten Gumbo benefits the Food Bank of our local
area and Operation Rice-Bowl helps our Catholic
Charities feed the hungry. I pray that our worship,
prayers and sacrifices would find expressions in what
we become and what we do. How is your Lenten
Season so far?
Also, do not forget to check our Lenten activities this
year that we published as an Insert in our Bulletin at
the beginning of the Season. I hope and pray that y’all
will be there when they crucified my Lord. Coming
up soon is “Lights On: An Evening of Reconciliation” on Wednesday, March 21st at 6 PM. On this
evening, ALL the churches in the whole diocese will
be open for confessions. This is your chance to come
clean with the Lord.
Please don’t forget to keep on praying for our
catechumen, Tyler Porche, who will be fully initiated (baptism, confirmation and Eucharist), and our
candidates, Nicole Prosperie, Kacey Youens and
Steven Hagen (confirmation and Eucharist) at the
Easter Vigil. I will continue to present them to you at
the rituals of the Church during Lent that we all may
grow together in holiness of the season before the
great celebration of Christ’s resurrection.
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On Ash Wednesday, I told y’all in my homily that
Lent this year is a SEASON OF LOVE. Our theme,
readings and focus will be God’s love for us and our
love for God. The readings this 4th Sunday of Lent
brings this truth more in focus beginning with the
Gospel of John (3:14-21), St. Paul’s Letter to the
Followers at Ephesus (Eph. 2:4-10), and from the
Book of Chronicles (2Chro 36:14-16,19-23). Love is
our origin, love is our beginning, love is our purpose
and love will be our future. But as you and I know it
very well, love is easier said than done.
People express and say the word “love” in so many
ways and in instances in their lives. We love God, our
spouses, our grandparents, parents, siblings, friends,
neighbors and sometimes even mere acquaintances.
However, we sometimes come short in living out
“love” in our daily lives, at least the way “love” was
meant to be. Human nature and tendency most of the
time gets in the way, or sometimes we forget; then
love is overtaken by indifference, annoyance,
impatience, and anger. I once came across a cartoon
depicting two characters discussing what they would
like to be when they grow up (I’m recalling this from
memory so the words may not be exact!). Lucy said,
“I would like to be a teacher someday so I can teach
all children.” Linus commented, “And I would like to
be a doctor so I can make a difference.” Lucy retorted, “You, a doctor? Ha! You don’t even like
anyone!” Linus responded, “I love the world – it’s
the people I can’t stand!” (Peanuts by Charles M. Schulz)
The Lenten Season is an opportunity for us to love
everyone, regardless of whether they are worth or
deserving of it. This is what Jesus did on Calvary on
that 1st Good Friday: He lived out and died for the
LOVE that created, sustained and saved us! How is
your Lenten Season so far?

Father Vic+

February 24th & 25th 2018
Weekly Collection
Loose Collection
ACH Weekly
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$ 8,021.50
1,908.09
335.00
$ 10,264.59

Our Sunday Bulletin is supported by the advertisers who are
listed on our back page. What better way to say THANK YOU
than to remember them the next time you go shopping.

Thank you for your generosity !

Friday’s During Lent
11 AM-1:00 PM
$8
Dine In or Carry out

This week, we are taking up The Catholic Relief Services
Collection to respond to Jesus in disguise. This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support to struggling communities and to work toward peace
and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and
sisters here and around the world. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection. Learn more at
www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.

Daylight Savings Begins

The Light is On
Wednesday, March 21st
6:00 PM
ABA UPDATE
Please know that Father Vic is grateful for the response
that St. Joseph Co-Cathedral has shown to the 2018
Annual Bishop’s Appeal. The Appeal is something that
our parish supports and Father would like to see the support from our parishioners continue to grow. Your gifts
are supporting priest’s retirement, the office of adult and
youth formation and family ministries. Vital ministries to
our Diocese that supports each of us.
On behalf of Bishop Fabre, St. Joseph Co-Cathedral
thanks all who have made their commitment and strongly
encourages all of our parishioners to participate in such a
worthy cause. If you have not yet made your commitment
and would still like to do so, there is still time as you can
return your commitment card in the offertory, or simply
mail it to the Diocese in the provided envelope, or you
may also visit www.htdiocese.org/bishopsappeal to make
your gift online.
If you would like more information about the 2018 Appeal, please contact the Annual Bishop’s Appeal Office at
985-850-3116 or email aponson@htdiocese.org.

ST. JOSEPH ALTAR
Canned Good Drive
March 10th/11th &March 17th/18th
Please bring a canned good item for a
donation to the local Food Bank.
Collection Baskets will be at the
entrances of church both weekends.
Viewing of the Altar will take place
in church on
Monday, March 19th,
from 6:30 AM Mass till 5:30 PM Mass.
Please remember Norma Johnson &
Peggy Johnson who passed on into the
Kingdom of our Father recently. Please pray
also that their families may find comfort and
consolation through their faith.

